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York North Loop Houseleague Softball Rules 

 Version: 4-27-22 

The following rules apply to ALL YORK NORTH LOOP HOUSELEAGUE SOFTBALL GAMES unless 

otherwise specified. 

The York North Loop is a unique relationship between 5 York Region Softball Associations who are 

unified in their goal to provide fun, safe, inclusive, and competitive, Houseleague Girls Softball 

programming. The York North Loop consists of the Stouffville Softball Association, Richmond Hill 

Minor Softball Association, Newmarket Minor Softball Association, Aurora Diggers Softball 

Association, and Markham District Softball Association. A Houseleague schedule is created each 

season for girl’s age divisions U11, U13, U15, U17, U19 and U21 and home and away games are 

played at the respective Associations permitted diamonds. The following Houseleague set of rules 

will apply for each age division as shown. The Board of Directors of each association will review and 

update, if necessary, these rules on an annual basis. 

Table of Contents 

1. Field Set up       page 2 

2. Equipment       page 2 

3. Clothing & Jewelry      page 3 

4. Player & Coach Eligibility     page 3 

5. Game Play – Innings & Line Up     page 4 
Game Play – Completed Games, Standings & Rainouts  page 5 

6. Offense       page 6 
Offense – Dropped 3rd Strike     page 6 
Offense – Pinch Runners & Sliding    page 7 

7. Defense – Pitching      page 8 
Defense – Infield Fly Rule     page 8 
Defense – Fielder Positions & Lineup    page 9 
Defense – Defensive Obstruction    page 10 

8. Playoffs        page 10 
Playoffs – Callups      page 11 

9. Umpires       page 11 
Disputes & Unruly Behaviour     page 12   



 York North Loop Houseleague Softball Rules of Play 
 

2 
 

 

1. Field Setup 

 

 

2. Equipment 
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3. Clothing & Jewelry 

 

 

4. Player/Coach Eligibility 
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5. Game Play 

Innings & Lineup 
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Completed Game 
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6. Offense 

 

Dropped 3rd Strike 
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Pinch Runners & Sliding 
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7. Defense 

Pitching 

 

Infield Fly Rule 

 

Softball Canada: Sec. 52 INFIELD FLY 

a. Is a fair fly ball (not including a line drive or a bunt): 

1) When first and second, or first, second, and third bases are occupied. 

2) That can be caught by an infielder with ordinary effort. 

3) Before two are out. 

b. The pitcher, catcher, and any outfielder that positions himself in the infield on the play shall be 

considered infielders for the purpose of this rule. 
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Softball Canada: Sec. 52 INFIELD FLY cont’d 

NOTE: 

1. When it becomes apparent that a batted ball will be an infield fly, either umpire shall immediately 

declare, “INFIELD FLY, IF FAIR-THE BATTER IS OUT,” for the benefit of the runners. 

2. The ball is live and runners may advance at the risk of the ball being caught, or retouch and advance 

after the ball is touched, the same as on any fly ball. 

3. If the hit becomes a foul ball, it is treated the same as any foul. 

4. If a declared infield fly is allowed to fall untouched to the ground, and bounces foul before passing first 

or third base, it is a foul ball. 

5. If a declared infield fly falls untouched to the ground outside the baseline, and bounces fair before 

passing first or third base, it is an infield fly. 

 

Fielder Positions and Lineup 

 

 

 

 



 York North Loop Houseleague Softball Rules of Play 
 

10 
 

Defensive Obstruction 

 

 

 

 

8. Playoffs 
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Call-ups 

 

9. Umpires 
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Disputes & Unruly Behaviour 

 

 

 

 

 

 


